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EDUCATION

Harvard University 2024 — Present
Ph.D., Social Psychology

A .M., Psychology (expected May 2027)

Advisor: Mina Cikara

University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) 2018 - 2022
B.S., Psychological & Brain Sciences

Highest Honors (GPA: 3.96/4.00)

Thesis: A sufficiency test of the alliance hypothesis of race

HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, & AWARDS

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship ($111,000) 2024 - 2029
Presidential Scholar, Harvard Griffin Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 2024 — 2029
Morgan Award for Research Promise, UCSB Department of Psychological & Brain Sciences 2022
Brehm Undergraduate Psychology Scholarship, American Psychological Foundation 2021
Mamie Phipps Clark Grant, Psi Chi, The International Honor Society in Psychology 2021
Barry M. Goldwater Scholar, The Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence

in Education Foundation 2021
BrainWAVE Fellow, Chen Institute for Neuroscience at Caltech 2021
Social-Personality Undergraduate Research (SPUR) Fellow, SPSP 2021
Ronald E. McNair Scholar, UCSB McNair Scholars Program 2020 - 2022

PUBLICATIONS

Ashokkumar, A.* Hewitt, L.*, Ghezae, 1., & Willer, R. (2026). Large language models can predict
the results of social science experiments. Nature. 1]

Landry, A. P., Ghezae, 1., Abou-Ismail, R., Spooner, S., August, R. J., Mair, C., Ragnhildstveit, A.,
Van den Noortgate, W., Gelfand, M. J., Seli, P. (2026). The uniquely powerful impact of explicit,
blatant dehumanization on support for intergroup violence. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology. I8

Ghezae, 1., Yang, F., & Yu, H. (2025). On the perception of moral standing to blame. Open Mind. B

Ghezae, 1.*%, Jordan, J. J.*, Gainsburg, I. B., Mosleh, M., Pennycook, G., Willer, R., & Rand, D. G.
(2024). Partisans neither expect nor receive reputational rewards for sharing falsehoods over truth
online. PNAS Nexus. I8

Voelkel, J. G.*, Stagnaro, M. N.* Chu, J.*, Pink, S. L., Mernyk, J. S., Redekopp, C., Ghezae, 1.,
Cashman, M., Strengthening Democracy Challenge Finalists, Druckman, J., Rand, D. G., & Willer,
R. (2024). Megastudy testing 25 treatments to reduce anti-democratic attitudes and partisan
animosity. Science. I8

WORKING PAPERS


mailto:ighezae@fas.harvard.edu
https://isaiasghezae.github.io
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-026-10742-x
https://doi.org/10.1037/pspi0000492
https://direct.mit.edu/opmi/article/doi/10.1162/opmi_a_00185/127598
https://doi.org/10.1093/pnasnexus/pgae287
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adh4764

Ghezae, 1., Lelkes, Y., & Cikara, M. Who goes with whom: The multidimensional cognitive map of
U.S. political coalitions. B

Ghezae, 1., Conroy-Beam, D., & Pietraszewski, D. Modeling the social and cognitive processes
necessary to produce perceptions of race.

Cetron, J. S.*, Ghezae, I.*, Haque, O., Mair, P., & Cikara, M. Personal relevance of attitude
importance predicts costly intergroup behavior. [§

*Denotes equal contribution

INVITED TALKS

Social Vision & Mind Lab, University of Colorado Boulder November 2026
Morality Lab, Boston College October 2026
Deepest Beliefs Lab, The Ohio State University October 2026
Complex Political Identity Working Group, Santa Fe Institute August 2026

RESEARCH TALKS

Ghezae, 1., Lelkes, Y., & Cikara, M. (2026, February). Mapping the political landscape: The
multidimensional structure of perceived coalitions. Data blitz presented at the Annual Meeting of the
Society for Personality and Social Psychology Political Psychology Preconference.

Ghezae, 1., & Cikara, M. (2025, July). The cognitive map of politics: Measuring how voters
organize and perceive political coalitions. Talk presented at the Summer Institute in Computational
Social Science at the University of Pennsylvania.

Ghezae, 1., & Howansky, K. (2021, December). Probing the relationship between collective
existential threat and motivated outgroup perception. Talk presented at the Society for Personality
and Social Psychology SPUR Project Conference.

Ghezae, 1., Tashjian, S. M., & Camerer, C. F. (2021, August). Social learning and the dynamic
updating of group value. Talk presented at the Caltech Student-Faculty Programs Summer Seminar
Day.

Ghezae, 1., & Yu, H. (2020, August). Moral standing to blame: An exploratory empirical study.
Talk presented at the UCSB McNair Scholars Program Summer Research Symposium.

CONFERENCE POSTERS

Ghezae, 1., & Cikara, M. (2026, February). The cognitive map of politics: Measuring how voters
organize and perceive political coalitions. Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for
Personality and Social Psychology.

Ghezae, 1., & Cikara, M. (2025, December). The cognitive map of politics: Measuring how voters
organize and perceive political coalitions. Poster presented at the 2025 Workshop on Directions of
Polarization, Social Norms, and Trust in Societies at MIT.

Ghezae, 1., & Cikara, M. (2025, August). The cognitive map of politics: Measuring how voters
organize and perceive political coalitions. Poster presented at the 18th Annual Political Networks and
Computational Social Science Conference.

Ghezae, 1., Gallo, M., Tashjian, S. M., & Camerer, C. F. (2024, February). The role of perceptual
hypodescent in group-based social learning. Poster presented at the Undergraduate Poster Session of
the 25th Annual Meeting of the Society for Personality and Social Psychology.


https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/hx97a
https://osf.io/preprints/osf/xzpfu_v1

Ghezae, 1., & Yu, H. (2022, February). Moral standing to blame: An empirical perspective. Poster
presented at the Undergraduate Poster Session of the 23rd Annual Meeting of the Society for
Personality and Social Psychology.

Ghezae, 1., & Yu, H. (2021, May). Moral standing to blame and social identity. Poster presented at
the UCSB Undergraduate Research and Creative Activities Colloquium.

Ghezae, 1., & Yu, H. (2020, November). Moral standing to blame: An exploratory empirical study.
Poster presented at the Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minoritized Scientists.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Summer Institute in Computational Social Science (SICSS) June 2025 — July 2025
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Coordinator July 2022 — July 2024
Politics and Social Change Lab

Stanford University

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Robb Willer

BrainWAVE Fellow June 2021 — September 2021
Camerer Group Behavioral and Neuroeconomics Lab

California Institute of Technology

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Colin Camerer

Research Affiliate November 2020 — January 2024
Center for the Science of Moral Understanding

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Director: Dr. Kurt Gray

Undergraduate Researcher March 2020 — June 2022
Yu Emotion Science Lab

University of California, Santa Barbara

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Hongbo Yu

Undergraduate Researcher March 2019 — June 2022
Computational Mate Choice Lab

University of California, Santa Barbara

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Daniel Conroy-Beam

TEACHING & MENTORING

Graduate Student Research Mentor July 2026
Summit Institute for Young Scholars

Mentored high school students in a two-week intensive research program; met with students daily and
provided instruction in psychological research methods and academic writing, presented my research,
and guided students through the development of an academic research paper.



SCIENCE COMMUNICATION

Ghezae, 1. (2020, October 1). The Social Media Outrage Machine: How Our Digital Worlds Distort
Political Discourse and Why This Matters. Santa Barbara Independent. §’

AFFILTATIONS

Society for Personality and Social Psychology
Harvard Center for American Political Studies
Psychology of Technology Institute
Stanford AI for Public Benefit Lab


https://www.independent.com/2020/10/01/the-social-media-outrage-machine/

